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From left: Steve Bennett,
Cole Brocato, Daniel
Wilson.

There are three
candidates for
California Assembly
District 38. Each
candidate responded
to the same questions
from the Ojai Valley
News. 

Daniel Wilson,
38, Port Hueneme

Education: I attended Oxnard College from 2013 to 2015, earning my Associate of Arts for
Transfer (AA-T) in History in 2015. Utilizing the wonderful AA-T program, I transferred to California
State University Channel Islands and graduated in 2017 with my Bachelor of Arts in History.

Occupation: Civil servant

Organizations and associations to which you belong that would be noteworthy to voters:

Veterans for Peace — 112, Oxnard LGBTQ; Democratic Socialists of America Ventura County

Why are you running for public office?

I am running for public office because the pandemic exposed the rotten core of our political system
when every level of our government abdicated their responsibility to protect and provide for the
residents of this country. As we saw an ever-increasing number of our neighbors lose jobs and
homes, our small businesses permanently close, and our food lines explode with no meaningful
response from our elected officials, I realized that no one is going to come save us — we have to
step up and save our own communities.

List your top unique skills you will bring to the office:

I believe that the unique skills I will bring to this office are my ability to troubleshoot problems and to
work and connect with anyone, no matter who I am speaking to or how they are registered to vote.
My time serving in the United States Navy taught me that there is no problem I cannot solve, no
person I cannot work with to solve it and that both can be done with integrity. When deployed on an
aircraft carrier, you may have seconds to make the best decision possible for all people involved
and you have to work with everyone around you to make that solution a reality. I will implement
these same skills in office to work with anyone who is willing to sit down at open meetings and
come up with real, tangible solutions to the problems that face working-class Californians.

Why do you think you are the best candidate for this position?

I am the best candidate for this position because I am the only one who has pledged to refuse to
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accept any corporate, fossil-fuel, and healthcare industry donations. This means that there will
never be a political, corporate, lobbyist, or any other special-interest obligation standing between
me and the needs of my constituents. Finally giving you the peace of mind to know that you have a
representative who is actually fighting for you. Running with no party preference shows that I am
the only candidate truly committed to fighting for better for ALL members of the district because I’ve
chosen to put our people over party interests. Additionally, I commit to maintaining open channels
of communication and transparency in all meetings to ensure that everyone will have the same
access, time, and respect for their concerns, regardless of their identity or voter registration.

Are there aspects of yourself and/or your leadership style that could be improved to fulfill
the duties of this position? How would you do that?

Having never served in an elected position before, I know that the legislative learning curve will be
steep, but I have already begun working to close this experience gap with thorough research of
California’s State Assembly procedures and regular attendance and participation in our local
county supervisor and City Council meetings. While I will still have legislative procedures to learn, I
believe that not coming from a political background empowers me to filter the issues we face
through a unique perspective and voice not often found in Sacramento — the needs of the working
class.

Do you have a good understanding of the state’s open-meeting laws andhow have you
gained that information?

My understanding of the state’s open-meeting laws are that all people deserve to be informed
participants in our democracy and that all meetings our elected officials participate in should be
transparent, held openly, and allow for public participation. The official understanding was gained
through participation in our local council meetings, but was already my personally held belief. This
core value is why I already hold town halls and conversations with my community that are open to
the public to attend and available to view after the fact.


